REGISTER OF 

CLASSIFICATION DECISIONS 


Date of entry in Register: 

03 July 1998 

Name of applicant/court: 

Comptroller of Customs 

Applicant to the Labelling Body: 

Not Applicable 

Title of Publication: 

Terry Goes Down 

Other Known Titles: 

Not Stated 

Director: 

Not Applicable 

Producer: 

Not Applicable 

Publisher: 

Star Distributors 

Author: 

Not Stated 

Format: 

Book 

Country of Origin: 

USA 

Language: 

English 


Running time: 
Running time: 

Total Running time: 


Components of film originally examined: 

Feature: Not Applicable 

Trailers: 

Excision/Alteration: Not Applicable. 

Reason(s) for Excision: 

Not Applicable. 


Classification Decision: 

Objectionable. 

Display Conditions: 

Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 


... Please turn over 


tmpF953.tmp 




Not Applicable. 
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SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 


The book entitled Terry Goes Down is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The book is classified as an objectionable publication because of the significant extent 
and strong degree to which, and the extreme manner in which, it describes the 
infliction of serious physical harm, acts of torture, cruelty; and the descriptions of male 
to male sexual activity. 

The book describes a number of events that involve acts of torture, the infliction of 
serious physical harm, and acts of significant cruelty. The violence is placed within a 
sexual context, but although some of the characters in the book are described as 
being sexually stimulated by the actions, such a theme is not emphasised. Many of 
the acts of torture and violence are regarded as bordering on the extreme. The impact 
of the imagery is conveyed by the descriptive language used by the book, but is also 
exacerbated by the imagery of the violence and the type of pain that the reader 
associates with such images. The book also describes various acts of a degrading 
nature, such as men being used as human toilets by one of the characters in the story. 
Such descriptions have a lasting impression on the reader. 

The New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act) has been considered in 
classifying the book. While the NZBR Act protects the the freedom to seek, receive, 
and impart information and opinions of any kind and in any form, the Classification 
Office is of the opinion that the classification of the book as objectionable is a 
justifiable limit that is prescribed by law. 
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